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Minister of Economies Ludwig Srhard, inharneti.2.7 renewed for his in+
Unite connection wIth the *miracle' of Germany', rem It	 eTity, la one at
the pelitleal figure's most frequently mentioned so r ? rver37,4, Suet:Marto
Chancellor Konrad Adoneeor. First appointed Ministe: cr L :nomies in 1949.
Dr. Erhard tee remervonntad in 1:?53 and ir 957	 ..i..%;tion, named VIM.
chancellor. Immenraly ropolmr with the puhlie, he is	 aj tho mood moot
power:el Ma P.n the GLrlevtiti:

Career

Ludwig Erhard	 horn Fatrusey Lg 107 in r-,	 After at+
tanding the Realechule in blo native (14', ho smts2.16	 Zripecria.: lemon
Army in 1926 are. in /918 was severely vorJrJed.	 ha returned to
his studios and in 19211 recri v-cd dect.onats in	 ?:•nowy from the
thsivirreitir of Frankfurt. le nor: tho next Pox	 :easareh for ear-
loos Wilma !Ire,.

In 1928 Dr. 7.:r4ard joined the •ratituts for	 ,..;:rvation at
embargo first as a scientific asestant, then as 	 ior eliof, and finally
as director from 1933 to 19/.2 enen he vF,e Cor0/01 4 3 r7 -471 "nllowing a bitter
dispute with 1. 1.317 .label, Lord:layor of :4..tilterg	 -- :T71:1TAINKAPPT•
Retied spent the last three ?roam	 dar1J sr 11 no 'r	 t the Iraito
for induttrin3. Research in hiurIvirg &zits Beyrewi.N. !:tovr. of the Mimi .
Perk, or any of its affiliates, Erhard is reputed to au 1..e.In in frequent eon+
tact with Earl Uardelsr, a leading figure in Co July 19iii; 17.ot against flies?.

Immediately after the Corson collpso in May 1 .15,	 '..rhard wag appointed
economic adviser to the American Mili:ory Opeernmext In 7r .i:kr end MIddle Fran-
coals. In Coteber 19115 he ens named Iwnwien State Nlo.Mey le Economics, a
position he bold untIlDeweeber 19L6 la-1n to resigned T.:. .4"nr...as Director of the
N w mid Credit Office of the Bimonal Ecouam1os Aduiniz.t. .t:on. While occupy*
Ing this poelticei Lroard prepared the e%evoncy 	 l;i:N often considered
the besim for the subeoquent proem-1%y of the firlw+1

Erherd entered political We in 19h9 smith him ei1en'.5 , .r. te4 the Handset,.
ass WU deputy from the Ulm district in luder•ortutteml...ms. Cr. Sep
1949 he meg appointed Minister of Economies end has on re-appointed in
3.953 end 1957. In March 1959 he was nominated a cenc!..d.tte f .-1- the Preildsony
of the Federal Republic, ...largely ceresoniel peeitio-, t ..elined the honor,
stating that he preferred to raisin MimIstar of 1.:cooc-linr.
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The Seamark

Apostle of the 'fr». . market econr.eW Dr. Erhard	 outstanding
man exponent of *A unistarad easnaeda eystam, with *007A, but not social.
Istie, al.. Be has oftf.lh proclaimed that Intaines, 	 ';!;peres the mend
of the national comewl•It. Erhard ir a 71-47%:rter o! Lu.v21ct! union amd of
Germo participation is the Coal-Steel Ccemw.i t..7	

• 

le feels, howasor,
that the ;;SC and elmil , r prrjecte can aehisvc 007	 OivetiveS, and
that, became of the c..---trole an rdnin'etrative	

•	

w.-.tailed, further
eoonomic integration woulJ not to in the inteu-sst ot a	 and more pro.
ductile. Droplet ocnramr. Erhard !..e130-ves the% tho A101rp*Aa.1,la cenditann
for the resteration	 FAcrolvanef'onosle =ity lc the slirenson of Mass
alai ad economic cantrols„ cartels, aid el form nf twee',A ellcriminatdcm.

Erhard 's euccese1 ef:trtm to la.turo passage of an iti-eartel law
have involved him in some fairly ranc .lroua disputes arVI 'Jarman tarhastrial.
lets. The most ramont flare-up ozeurad In March M c tit= Carl bleumann,
elms president of the pommrful Federation of We$t Wren .:.-..!rt:try and heed
of the National Association of Textile Industry, stated tint continoed un-
capreedsimg adherence to tbhard's prirxiplos would lead t.43 celf.destruetion
inseam industries ani called for entirely now ocono=ic c.:nee;%e. Aosording
to the Rehmay In	 Movamonie attack essomed to ear c mmora that some
influential indatrial circles had made concerted 	 t Las Erhard
nomineted an a Annaba* for the prooldency in emattmert to room the An.
soseemiesdi Economia rAcloter free act-ire pentics. 'la 	 added that
the rogation of the riAl Bundestag fantlon, vv4Y ocenortir cr.oreggre end the
gener	 fal public close:. de 	 Retardis W maiea ole;read Popalerglir

,

laths YodmeaRepuhlic.

A fiss believer in Goormanaligiment with the Act, Lrhurl im =Moss.
astir-ally promdarrican. Be frequently takes public com-leanco of Ameriemm
financial eontributimmi to West Germany end in 1951 doclor • Nds *Americo hee
given os the courage and strength to start life am"

!MEd
&Mad is an extravert radiating an mtmompteme of tv..:21,z,

optiows, and vigor. An able ertemporanaus speaker, he Is fzliwillay a better
talher then listanar since he is firmly convinced sf the czrrect-yess of his
*minims. In discos:Inc economic problems he is incl:ns-n r.c te decisive,
somenhat professorial, and forcetni to the point of virtc:

PorthrSght and Laimtiont, Erhard cannot to calles; dielidatie either in
netlen or smock. Airing the course of his cow.",-will tour of ea:taut Asia
his bluntness caused a oomiderabla furor Lmong hypexaansitl .rv local officials.
In Ceylon, fore:ample, the Minister of Food and Agriculture 1.hforsad Erhard
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tiled Ceylon did not %ant any primate innsetsents tram coLo■
tries; to this Bastard replied that he las glad, because he Y4s rint prepared
to res•nnmod to any German investors that they put their moray in Cants.

His opponeots claim that Erhard has little talent for the political and
perlienentrgy giuse vh1ch he would be require:Ito play should be beccme Fed-
eral Chaneallar, beretafers his interest in or politic: kTz:4111 to hove
been confined to obtwinIng support ;or the implementation cf Lae acesaata
gone. Hs 14 also said to be a poor administrator., 9eWli:%3 es-lends and
him enemies agree that Erhard 's pri-ary interest ie illezommic natters mnd
that he is not notably aell-ini•rand or very interestod in fc.reiga affairs.

DIN Mord amine cigars a/maet constentlyard drioks litits1.14'y tut with
no visible effect. He hos been married since 1923 to the !wins, Lulea Letters
there are no children. Dr. Erhard Is. Protestant.


